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Fast facts: 

· 2011 AFGC bus tour set for May 6
· Registration, $35 per person, includes lunch, handouts, membership

· Contact any AFGC board member or call John Jennings, AFGC secretary at 501-671-2350
(400 words) 
Arkansas Forage and Grassland Council spring bus tour set for May 6 
LITTLE ROCK – Even though 2010 was one of Arkansas’ worst forage production years in decades, some producers were able to expand their grazing season until the end of December.

How did they do this when grass refused to grow? Learn how on May 6 during the 2011 Arkansas Forage and Grassland Council’s Spring Forage Bus Tour. 
Tour registration begins at 8:30 a.m. at the Arkansas State University-Beebe farm and buses depart at 9:30 for the first farm. Registration $35 per person and $10 for spouses and students and includes lunch, tour handout materials, and membership in the Arkansas Forage and Grassland Council and affiliate membership in the American Forage and Grassland Council. 
“Developing a longer grazing season need not be difficult or expensive,” said John Jennings, professor-forage for the University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture. “Many producers already have the forage production skills needed to feed their herds, but a large part is harvested as hay. That means they only need to rethink how to get the cows to graze more and avoid investing the cost of harvesting it for hay.”
Jennings said that each of the three farms on the tour has different levels of experience with improving grazing management.

Jennings said the producers will describe their experience with the forage and grazing practices that they have found to work well and those that didn’t work well. Other speakers will discuss specific forage management practices on each farm and how to implement those in a season-long grazing system.
Tour participants will see two different fencing systems, stockpiling forages, strip and rotational grazing, and fenceline weaning and a farm that is converting from a feeder to grazing operation. 

To reach the ASU-Beebe Farm, take U.S. Hwy. 67-167 to Conway exit No. 28 at Beebe (Coming from Searcy turn left and go over the overpass), go straight through the stoplight. You will be on Center Street; go approximately three-quarters of a mile to the armory on the right. Te road to the farm is just past the armory. There is a highway sign marking the ASU Beebe Farm.  If you pass the Beebe Elementary School you have gone too far.  Go to the end of the ASU/Beebe farm road and you will see the main building.

For more information on the AFGC Spring Forage Bus Tour contact any AFGC board member or call John Jennings, AFGC secretary at 501-671-2350.
For more information livestock production, contact your county extension office or visit www.uaex.edu.
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